Minutes of the Evangeline Parish Library Board of Control Special Meeting
November 15, 2021

The Evangeline Parish Library Board of Control met on Monday, November 15, 2021, at 10:30
am at the Parish Library (916 W. Main Street, Ville Platte, LA 70586)

Board President Katy Marcantel called the meeting to order.
Jacobs gave the opening prayer, and led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Present were Board President Katy Marcantel, Board Vice President Gaynelle Coates, Board
Members

Faye Langley, Sandra Salazar, Sandra Jacobs, Library Director Yvonne Lavergne, and Staff
Members Jo Anna Miller, Suzy Lemoine, and Friends of the Library Members Linda Lebsack
and Paul Lafleur, Police Jury Secretary-Treasurer Donald Bergeron, Police Jury Officials Bryan
Vidrine, Keith Saucier, and Lelia

Thrasher. Also present were members of the public.

Absent were Ex-officio alternate Eric Soileau and Police Jury Official Ryan Williams.
As a special meeting there was no Old Business. New Business item listed below:

Proposition No. 1: Library Tax Millage Rededication Proposition

Shall the Parish of Evangeline, State of Louisiana (the “Parish”), be authorized to rededicate
the proceeds heretofore or hereafter received by the Parish from the levy and collection of a
5.21 mills tax on all property subject to taxation in the Parish, authorized pursuant to that tax
proposition approved an election held on April 30, 2011 (the Tax”) (an estimated $1,105,954
reasonably expected at this time to be collected from the levy of the Tax for an entire year),
to be levied through the year 2027, for the following purposes: .62 mills for the purpose of
constructing, acquiring, improving, operating and maintaining law enforcement facilities and
criminal justice operation in the Parish.

Marcantel asked if there were any questions from the public regarding the proposition.

Bergeron then explained the reason for the proposition. The library millage is 5.3 mills. Of
the 5.3 mills, .62 mills would be re-dedicated to the police jury for the purpose of
construction, acquiring, improving, operating and maintaining law enforcement facilities in
the parish.

Jacobs asked if hours were going to be reduce for libraries and if some library branches were
going to be closed.



Bergeron stated that the amount of millage received would not affect the library where there
would be closures and that this was never proposed by the Police Jury.

Coates asked what would happen if the proposition would not pass.

Bergeron stated that the Police Jury would have to look at other options. He also stated that
state legislative authority would make the decision as to where the funds would come from
and how to pay the bills.

Lavergne explained that there were a lot of rumors regarding library closures.

Lemoine stated that the public doesn’t understand that the Library Board of Control makes
the decision whether or not to close library branches or cut hours. She also stated that the
Library Board has no intentions of closing the library or to have a reduction in staff. The
library will still have a surplus of what is being paid out each year.

Langley inquired about the new construction of the Basile branch.

Salazar inquired about the improvements and expansion of the Pine Prairie branch.

Vidrine explained that there are funds set aside for capital improvements for the library
branches and also an expansion fund for the main library. These funds will not be touched by
the Police Jury. He stated that the rededicated amount would be less than the library debt
bond which is now paid off.

A member of the public asked if the Pine Prairie and Basile branches would be cut or if they
would get the improvements needed. Bergeron clarified that the money is set aside for the
improvements.

Lafleur asked if the police jury was getting $1,200,000.00 from the improvement fund.
Bergeron clarified that it is .62 mills which would be approximately the amount of the paid
off debt bond. The library would retain 4.7 mills.

Lebsack asked if other entities would be able to help pay for the jail.

Bergeron stated that the Health Unit’s surplus would be used for the jail.

Salazar asked if 911 has a millage.

Bergeron stated that they do and they are operating on their surplus for day to day expenses
which outweighs their revenue.

Bergeron stated that this is one step of many. The Police Jury can move forward without the
Library Board approval. In the end the people have to vote on the proposition.



Marcantel asked for a vote.
Yeas as follows: Gaynelle Coats, Faye Langley, Sandra Salazar Katy Marcantel.
Sandra Jacobs abstained.

Marcantel stated that the vote is carried and stated that the Library Board takes no opinion
on the merits of or necessity for this proposition but does hereby vote to approve the placing

of this proposition before the voters of Evangeline Parish for their decision.

Jacobs made a motion to adjourn. Coates seconded, and the motion carried unanimously.



