
Minutes of the Evangeline Parish Library Board of Control 

September 27, 2016 

(Not yet approved—to be presented to Board at November 2016 meeting) 

The Evangeline Parish Library Board of Control met on Tuesday, September 27, 2016, 

at 4:00 p.m. at Mamou Branch Library in Mamou (317 Second Street, Suite A). 

Board Vice President Katy Marcantel called the meeting to order at approximately 

4:15 p.m. when a quorum was present. 

Present were Vice President Katy Marcantel, Board Members Faye Langley and 

Gaynelle Coates, ex-officio member Ryan Ardoin, Library Director Mary Foster-

Galasso, Parish Engineer Ronnie Landreneau, Computer Consultant Josh Leblanc, 

Friends of the Library Members Linda Lebsack and Paula Lafleur, Library Patron 

Herbert Coates, and Staff Members Ken Johnson, Suzy Lemoine, Angela Henry and 

Tina King. 

Absent were Board President Jennifer Vidrine, Board Member Bradley Ardoin, and 

Eric Soileau, the Police Jury alternate for Jury President Ryan Ardoin, who did not 

attend since Ryan Ardoin was present. 

Ardoin made a motion to approve the agenda. Langley seconded, and the motion 

carried unanimously. 

Langley made a motion to approve the minutes of the July 26, 2016, Library Board of 

Control Meeting. Ardoin seconded, and the motion carried unanimously. 

Parish Engineer Ronnie Landreneau updated the Board on proposals to raise and 

level the Basile Branch library building. A price estimate in the amount of 

$114,000.00 was received from Wingate House Moving, Lifting & Leveling, L.L.C. 

(copy of price estimate attached). This was the only estimate received. Parish 

Engineer Landreneau stated that the building might or might not be grandfathered in 

and if it were not then the work Wingate proposed might be the minimum 



requirements if the building were to be moved or elevated under current code. Due 

to the high cost relative to the value of the building, plus the additional projected 

work needed to demolish the front ramp and replace it if the building were to be 

elevated, Parish Engineer Landreneau suggested the Board might consider first 

exploring whether there is evidence of moisture in the flooring. The concern was 

whether there is evidence of moisture that could have caused problems to the 

subflooring, which in turn would cause problems to the flooring and to the carpet. 

The Board wishes to determine the state of the flooring before putting in new carpet 

or tile, especially since there have been recurrent drainage problems, which were 

recently partly mitigated through joint efforts of the Library and the Town of Basile. 

Landreneau informed the Board that there are tests that can be conducted that 

would determine the current moisture level of the building. Simple equipment is 

available that can be used to test for moisture. One approach is the use of probes to 

check moisture level. There is also an infrared approach that is more precise and 

that can be done throughout the building to reveal moisture. He pointed out that 

the building might not have a moisture problem. 

Landreneau stated that if there is a moisture problem caused by not having a lot of 

clearance from the floor sills down to the ground, along with the drainage problems 

that seem to have maybe been improved, then the Board might consider putting in a 

reverse air system to keep air under the flooring moving and dry. This would be 

fairly inexpensive and would consist of a fan system that might be set up in a closet 

with return air under the building instead of through the interior of the building, or it 

could be set up perhaps in a closet adjacent to the building. In either case, he 

indicated he thought the cost would be likely about three or four thousand dollars. 

At this point he indicated that if the Board wished to move forward, the first step 

would be to find out quickly through testing what the moisture level within the 

flooring is and then check with a flooring company to see if that level of moisture is a 

level that should be mitigated before new flooring is laid down. 

Langley asked if the siding that comes down almost to the ground at the back of the 

building might be removed in order to give more air flow. Landreneau said that the 



siding is like skirting and could be useful to retain if the Board decides to put in a 

ventilation system because the siding as a skirting would contain the air being 

circulated by a fan system under the building. He also said the siding could be cut 

out to give more natural ventilation. 

Landreneau said that the drainage problem is controllable and can be fixed even 

better than it currently has been. In lieu of considering raising the building, he is 

suggesting that the Board check for moisture to see if there is moisture in the 

subflooring and then proceed from there. He said there is a local company in Ville 

Platte that can do the checking. 

Langley pointed out that she had pulled on one corner of the siding at the back and it 

was rotting and came off in her hand. Landreneau said he did reach under the siding 

at the back and the sill was approximately nine inches off the ground in the back of 

the building. He said the building is not sitting on the ground. Foster-Galasso said 

that the siding had rotted where it was in contact with the ground, and Landreneau 

noted that that is why privacy fences are not built all the way to the ground. 

Ardoin made a motion to approve that a moisture level test be conducted at the 

Basile Branch Library. Coates seconded, and the motion carried unanimously. 

Foster-Galasso reported on E Rate funding years vs. calendar years, in relation to 

consultation agreements for E rate. She discussed the coverage by the current 

agreement that was signed in January 2015, and the proposed coverage by the new 

proposed consultation agreement for E rate years 2017-2018, 2018-2019, and 2019-

2020. She and Computer Consultant Josh Leblanc reviewed and discussed the 

proposed Consultant Agreement from Bayouland Computer Solutions with the 

Board, including fees involved. Leblanc also updated the Board on E Rate and IT 

issues. 

Coates made a motion to accept the Consultant Agreement from Bayouland 

Computer Solutions. Langley seconded, and the motion carried unanimously. 

(copy of Consultant Agreement from Bayouland Computer Solutions attached). 



Foster-Galasso reviewed the proposed 2017 Library Calendar with the Board. The 

proposed calendar included holidays, other closures, tentative board meeting dates 

and other key dates, and fine free periods. 

Langley made a motion to approve the proposed 2017 Library Calendar including 

holidays, other closures, tentative board meeting dates and other key dates, and fine 

free periods. Ardoin seconded, and the motion carried unanimously. (copy of 

proposed 2017 Library Calendar attached). 

Facilities Manager Ken Johnson gave a Facilities Report on items not previously 

addressed in the meeting. He reported on work that has been completed at the 

main library, and all of the branches as well. (Copy of Facilities Report attached). 

Foster-Galasso discussed and reviewed the Financial Report for July 2016, August 

2016, and part of September 2016 with the Board. She also discussed the impact on 

the budget by adding the Basile Branch Cleco monthly bill that was previously paid 

by the Town of Basile. The budget item for Utilities will need to be changed to 

reflect the additional bill (approximately $250 to $400 per month, depending on the 

season). However, the overall budget is sound and other categories can be reduced 

to offset the ones that will require increases. 

Foster-Galasso gave a Director's Report, which included E Rate funding that was 

approved in August ($39,468), a report on the very successful use of the library's 

mobile computer lab at the Ville Platte Civic Center following the August flooding. 

Staff from the library helped to operate the laptops and assist FEMA and disaster 

food stamp applicants. She also reported that all branch managers are now included 

in staff meetings at the Main Library twice a month. 

She also discussed budget and finances, new bound volumes for the genealogy 

collection, plus Book Fest that is scheduled for October 8 th  at the main library, with a 

rain date of October 15 th . She also discussed other programs and activities at the 

Main Library and branches. One of the programs discussed was the "Little Folks Fun 



with Spanish" story time on Wednesday afternoons at the Main Library that is being 

developed and presented by Thelma Fontenot, who speaks Spanish. She reported 

that the Friends of the Library had donated $500.00 toward a year of public 

performance licensing, after the Library Board voted at the last meeting to obtain the 

licensing for a one year trial period, and that licenses have been purchased, and all 

branch managers received orientation training on the licenses at the library staff 

meeting on September 21 st . (Copy of Director's Report attached). 

Suzy Lemoine gave an Outreach and Friends of the Library report. She reported on 

school outreach initiatives, Book Fest scheduled for October 8 th, and staff training on 

public performance rights licenses and use. She gave each board member flyers for 

Book Fest and a list of projected vendors and authors and community groups 

planning to participate. (Outreach and Friends of the Library Report attached) 

Langley made a motion to adjourn. Coates seconded, and the motion carried 

unanimously. 
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