
Minutes of the Evangeline Parish Library Board of Control 

May 16, 2017 

For Approval at July 25, 2017, Meeting 

The Evangeline Parish Library Board of Control met on Tuesday, May 16, 2017, 

at 4:00 p.m. at Main Library in Ville Platte (916 West Main Street). 

Present were Vice President Katy Marcantel, Board Members Gaynelle Coates, 

Faye Langley, Bradley Ardoin, and ex-officio member Ryan Ardoin, Library 

Director Mary Foster-Galasso, Parish Engineer Ronald Landreneau, 

Representatives from Detel Joshua Roy and Travis Franks, Friends of the Library 

Member Linda Lebsack, Library Patron Herbert Coates, Staff Members Suzy 

Lemoine, Ken Johnson and Tina King. 

Absent were Board President Jennifer Vidrine, and ex-officio alternate Eric 

Soileau did not attend since ex-officio member Ryan Ardoin was present. 

Board Vice President Katy Marcantel called the meeting at approximately 4:10 

P.m. 

Board Vice President Katy Marcantel asked if there were any public comments 

on items on the agenda. There were no comments. 

Coates made a motion to move the first item of New Business, Detel Tower to 

be placed on library property at Turkey Creek, as the first item on the agenda. 

Langley seconded, and the motion carried unanimously. This item will be 

discussed before Old Business. 

R. Ardoin made a motion to approve the agenda. Coates seconded, and the 

motion carried unanimously. 



R. Ardoin made a motion that the minutes of the March 21, 2017, Library Board 

of Control Meeting be approved. Coates seconded, and the motion carried 

unanimously. 

For the first item of New Business, "Detel Tower," (moved ahead of Old 

Business in courtesy to the Detel guests present) Parish Engineer Ronald 

Landreneau presented the Board with copies of the preliminary survey that he 

had conducted this week at Turkey Creek Branch Library, due to concerns about 

the property line. Landreneau's firm did a survey when Mr. Drouet Vidrine 

donated land for the park to the Village of Turkey Creek in 1986. This survey 

was also used to determine the act of donation that the Village did to the library 

in 2003. The highway in front of the park and the library branch had been 

widened between the original 1986 survey and the November 2003 donation, 

and there was question about how this might have affected the actual 

boundaries of the library's property (and thus, whether or not Detel's tower 

would be on the library's property, the Village's property, or a combination of 

both). Evangeline Parish Library has a contract with Detel to provide Internet 

and Wide Area Network (WAN) for Turkey Creek Branch. Detel's contract with 

the library requires them to have their system operational by July 1 st . Detel will 

have to install a tower in order to provide the service, and the library wanted to 

make sure their proposed site for the tower was on the library's property. 

Landreneau stated that the preliminary survey showed that the Detel tower, as 

proposed, would be completely within the boundaries of the library/parish 

property and not intrude upon the Village's property. He noted that his 

preliminary survey indicated that the library had received in the donation 

approximately ten feet less than was shown on the original survey of 1986. 

However, the Detel tower was still about twenty-three feet in from the property 

line. 

Foster-Galasso said she would attend the Village of Turkey Creek Council 

meeting tonight to discuss the property lines, and installation of the Detel 

tower. Representatives from Detel will also attend the meeting. 



Langley made a motion to allow Detel to construct a tower on the library 

property for Internet and Wide Area Network (WAN), and with a reasonable 

servitude to service and maintain the tower and lines. Coates seconded, and 

the motion carried unanimously. 

Mr. Travis Franks from Detel gave a brief history of their company. He said they 

do business for schools and libraries in about 23 to 25 parishes. He explained 

that Turkey Creek is the only branch in the Parish that will require a tower. The 

other branches in the parish are all located in areas where there is a school, and 

fibro-optic cable is already installed in those areas. He said the foundation for 

the tower at the Turkey Creek Branch should be poured Thursday May 18 th  and 

the tower is scheduled to be installed on June 7, 2017. 

Foster-Galasso reported that the extra dirt that is left from digging to put in the 

support for the tower would be used to fill in the low lying areas at the Turkey 

Creek Branch. She hopes to add an additional culvert, with the help of the 

Village, and improve parking for the branch. 

The Board then returned to the two items of Old Business, "Basile work update" 

and "Update on project to clear records for all items missing or out for ten years 

or more." 

Foster-Galasso gave an update on work at the Basile Branch, and showed the 

Board pictures of the work that has been completed. She said the staff at Basile 

Branch did a great job during the renovation and also commended facilities 

manager Ken Johnson and other staff members for all their work toward the 

renovation. She told the Board that she and assistant director Wesley Saunders 

toured the building on Wed. May 10 th . Board members and other guests at the 

meeting received invitations for an open house at the branch on Thursday May 

25th, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. with a ribbon cutting at 10 and cake and punch 

served throughout the day. 



Foster-Galasso informed the Board of an incident that occurred at the Basile 

Branch that day (May 16th), and that the Basile Police Department has a warrant 

to take one of the computers. Two disruptive patrons were involved, and one 

was arrested. Josh LeBlanc with Bayouland Computers was hired to assist the 

police department in preserving information from the computer which the 

police believe may be pertinent to an investigation. Judge Gary Ortego signed a 

search warrant for the computer as evidence. Foster-Galasso stated that she 

had consulted with the Library's legal advisor Marcus Fontenot with the District 

Attorney's office, and that he had advised her not to release the computer 

without the search warrant. 

The second item of Old Business was "Update on project to clear records for all 

items missing or out for ten years or more, including removal of the items from 

patron accounts [approved by Board at March 22, 2016, meeting]." Foster-

Galasso reported that currently there were still over 5,000 items showing as 

checked out with the last activity date on the record being ten years prior to 

May 2017. She stated that staff would continue to deal with these records as 

soon as possible. Each year some new records will cross the ten year mark and 

will need to be cleared. 

The meeting then moved back to New Business. There were no additional 

branch library concerns introduced (New Business item 2, Branch library 

concerns and issues). 

Ken Johnson gave a Facilities Report for item 3, Facilities report. He reported on 

work that had been done at the Basile Branch, and lawn maintenance that was 

done at the main library. (copy of Facilities Report attached). 

For item 4, Foster-Galasso gave a Financial Report. She and the Board reviewed 

and discussed the report. Finances were basically on track, with about 40% of 

the budget expended. 



Langley made a motion that the Financial Report be approved. Coates 

seconded, and the motion carried unanimously. (copy of Financial Report 

attached) 

For Item 5 Foster-Galasso gave a Director's Report. She reported on technology, 

staff development, budget and financial, facility issues, outreach, and near term 

and long term director projects. (copy of Director's Report attached). She 

discussed replacement of some broken security cameras, the successful all staff 

workshop held on April 26 th, and the records retention /disposal project that 

she is doing with the help of Katelin LeBleu, a Library Science student from 

Basile, and Friends of the Library volunteer Paula LaFleur. Twelve boxes of old 

records that according to the approved records retention schedule should be 

disposed of were gathered and itemized by Foster-Galasso and LeBleu and a 

records disposal request sent to the State Archives. After receiving approval 

from the State Archives, Foster-Galasso and LaFleur incinerated the records 

(copy of approved records disposal request will be attached to official copy of 

minutes). 

For Item 6 Suzy Lemoine gave an Outreach and Friends of the Library report. 

She reported on Library programs at the main library and branches, and the 

upcoming Summer Reading program. (copy of Outreach Coordinator Program 

Report attached) 

Item 7 of New Business was motion to adjourn. R. Ardoin made a motion to 

adjourn. Coates seconded, and the motion carried unanimously. 
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